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Welcome & Intros

What is “Experimental Book Publishing”?

Overview from RDS Members

→ Tea break

Interactive World Cafe

Harvest

Wrap-ups

→ Lunch
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Backstories of Research Data Share collective



2020 - 2021



https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7x695678



What is “experimental”?
1) Rather than forcing diverse perspectives and writing styles to 

fit into a legible text, we are interested in exploring what 
epistemological expansions might be possible by 
sidestepping the requirement for a linear narrative and 
instead investing time in the data relations and analytic 
infrastructure for sense-making a collaborative dataset.

2) The production of research data establishes, builds, and 
sustains relationships of individuals and the collective. 
(We will reflect on this in the book as well; how to build 
non-extractive data relations)
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African Minds
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Pecha Kucha Talks by 
RDS Collective 

Members
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Leo Mutuku:
“Knowledge Structures for 
Decolonial AI Futures”
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Leo Mutuku:
“Knowledge structures for 
Decolonial AI Futures”
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https://huggingface.co/lelapa/InkubaLM-0.4B/blob/main/InkubaLM.png
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Syokau Mutonga: 
“Graffiti as a Repertoire 
of Resistance”
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MaVulture Campaign 
of 2012
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Aurelia Munene: 
What Metaphors Redefine 
Postgraduate Research 
Training?
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Reimagining 
Postgraduate 
Pathways: Dismantling 
Pipelines
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Angela Okune: “Who 
Owns Our Knowledge 
Infrastructure?: 
Demystifying the DOI”
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https://www.researchdatashare.org/content/how-assign-doi
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Wambui Wamunyu: 
“Knowledge Production 
in a Post-Maandamano 
World”
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World Cafe
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Q1 What did you bring 
and what does it 
represent to you 

about knowledge?
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Q2
What is knowledge to 

you?

How do you find 
knowledge? 

Where is knowledge 
stored? How is it 

shared?How is it kept 
alive/archived?
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Q3 What would you want 
for Kenyan knowledge 

infrastructures?

(reminder that 
infrastructure is both 

technical, social, 
cultural, etc.)
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Harvest
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Overview of PECE

Collaboratively curate, 
analyze & share 
qualitative data

Experiment with diverse 
modes of publication
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https://worldpece.org/about



PECE Design Logics
Archival Hospitality
● Data are thoroughly relational, bound to the 

questions and contexts that created them through 
interpretation and selection, always open to change 
from new questions and contexts.

● PECE makes the relations among data visible to 
encourage roaming, exploration, surprise, and play. 
Hospitable archives say: "Please, eat -- and have a 
seat, stay for a while; there's more here than is on 
the table or menu.
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https://worldpece.org/content/archival-hospitality



PECE Design Logics
Juxtapositional Logics
● PECE’s design structure seeks to leverage 

difference—different artifacts and data, different 
annotations from different researchers, different 
explanatory paradigms—into insight, through a 
variety of display mechanisms.
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https://worldpece.org/design-logic/juxtapositional-logics



PECE Design Logics
Explanatory Pluralism
● Interpretive differences are a signature feature of 

most humanities research. The expectation in the 
humanities is that different researchers will develop 
alternative understandings of the same object or 
event.

● By design, PECE encourages the creation and 
assembling of multiple interpretations, hypotheses, 
and theories in the firm belief that such 
explorations of multiple possibilities is necessary for 
understanding complex conditions.
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https://worldpece.org/design-logic/juxtapositional-logics



Database Books

“Books where a database of resources forms the central 
element (i.e., not as an enhancement to a text-based 
book) around which the book is formed. These can be 
non-linear, with multiple access points, or can incorporate 
updates or versioning, akin to a ‘living archive’. Considers 
the question when is something a digital archive, and 
when is it a publication, or a book?”

Adema, J., Steiner, T., & Bowie, S. (2022). Part 2: A Typology of 
Experimental Books. In Books Contain Multitudes: Exploring 
Experimental Publishing (2022 update) (2nd ed.). Copim. 
https://doi.org/10.21428/785a6451.cd58a48e 

https://doi.org/10.21428/785a6451.cd58a48e


Some examples to think with…



https://stsinfrastructures.org/content/ests-issue-92/essay



https://disaster-sts-network.org/content/formosa-plastics-archive/essay

https://disaster-sts-network.org/content/waterkeepers-win/essay



https://www.researchdatashare.org/content/making-instructive-data-okune-dissertation-project/essay
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Join us in experimenting?

Stay in the know
We will share updates on what we are learning to broader public via email 
newsletter in 2025.

Gathering in 2025
We will have another gathering in the second half of 2025. Let us know if 
you are interested in collaborating on the event!

Next Steps 3838



Asante
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